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Ch a i r m a n  P e te ' s  M e s s a g e

W elcom e to T rop icon X V I I :  C eleb rating  T en Y ears  of  Th e 
S a nd m a n© ' .  A s  anyone w ho has  attended a p as t T rop icon can 
attes t, T rop icon is  a literary g athering  w here you can m eet and 
s p end tim e w ith authors , artis ts  and f ellow  af icionados  in a 
relaxed, intim ate s etting . T his  year w e' v e m ade a f ew  chang es :  
w e' v e s hif ted the conv ention w eek end to N ov em b er 13 - 15 ;  
w e' re s till at the s am e hotel b ut the D oub letree G ues t Suites  
C yp res s  C reek  has  b ecom e the Sheraton Suites  C yp res s  C reek ;  
and w e' v e als o decided to tak e a look  at that uniq ue union of  
text and art, the com ic b ook .

I f  you' re an old T rop icon p ro, w e hop e you' ll p lan on 
returning . W e p rom is e to continue to of f er the v ery b es t in 
p rog ram m ing , dealers , art and m edia that you' v e com e to 
exp ect.

I f  you' v e nev er attended a T rop icon w e w elcom e you and 
hop e to m ak e your f irs t exp erience a m em orab le one.

I n this  rep ort you' ll f ind our g ues ts  ( s o f ar)  lis ted:  Som e g reat 
nam es  in Science Fiction, Fantas y and H orror hav e ag reed to 
honor us  this  year, including  N eil G aim an, Lynn A b b ey, H al 
C lem ent, C aitlin K iernan, A dam  C as tro and M ik e R es nick . 
W ere adding  new  g ues ts  ail the tim e s o b e s ure to k eep  
check ing  the of f icial T rop icon X V I I  w eb  p ag e at:

h ttp : / / s c i f i . s q u a w k . c o m / t r o p i c / t r o p i c l 7 . h t m l
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Neil Gaiman -Guest of Honor

"The point being: Neil Gaiman's work on The Sandman is so 
excellent, so much a presentation o f the new high water mark, 
that we realize as we read, that it is about something, that it is 
not merely an amusing entertainment. (Though it is that, of 
course)" wrote Harlan Ellison in his introduction to the DC 
Comics collection The Sandman: Season o f Mists. From his 
early work on 2000 A.D. to his most recent novel Neverwhere 
(AVON, 1998), Gaiman has created a distinguished body of 
work that has resulted in his being named one of the top ten 
post-modern writer's in America. Among his works are Good

I Omens (with Terry Pratchett), Angels & Visitations (Horror 
Critic's Award), Don't Panic, and Violent Cases (with Dave 
McKean). In 1991 Neil turned the world of speculative fiction 
upside-down by winning the World Fantasy Award for an 
issue of The Sandman .

Charles Vess - Artist Guest of Honor

Besides winning two World Fantasy Awards, Charles Vess has 
also won an Inkpot Award, a Guild Award and an Eisner 
Award. While his work has appeared in Heavy Metal, 
Whispers and Epic, he is best known for his work on comic 
books, particularly Swamp Thing © and Books o f Magic.©. In 
1988 he illustrated versions of Little Red Riding Hood, and A 
Midsummer Night's Dream. In 1993, his cover for Dark 
Horse Presents #75 was recognized by the Comic Creators 
Guild as the Best Cover of 1993. Recently, he has founded 
Green Man Press to publish his own works, as well as 
collaborative pieces with Charles DeLint, Jane Yolen, and of 
course, Neil Gaiman.
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Other C onf irm ed T rop icon G ues ts

L y n n  A b b e y  ( T rop icon' s  V I I I  G ues t of  H onor)  is  a leg end in 
the f ield of  f antas y. W ith titles  lik e Th e B l a ck  P l a m e and 
U nicor n &  D r a g on,  Lynn A b b ey help ed to s et a new  s tandard 
f or hig h f antas y. A s  the co-creator of  Th iev es W or l d  ( w ith 
R ob ert A s p rin)  s he help ed res hap e the f ace of  f antas y f or years  
to com e.

A d a m - T r o y  Ca s tr o  ( R e s ident A uthor)  is  a cros s - g enre 
p henom enon. N o m inated f or a H ug o, a N eb ula, and a 
Stok er, his  w ork  has  ap p eared in S cience F iction A g e,  Th e 
M a g a z ine of  F a nta sy  a nd  S cience F iction,  and the Y ea r ' s B est 
E r otica  1 9 9 5 .  A dam ’ s  lates t nov el is  the f irs t in a new  Sp ider- 
M an trilog y f or { g as p ! }  M arv el C om ics .

H a l  C lem ent ( T rop icon I X  G ues t of  H onor)  is  a s cience f iction 
ins titution and the author of  the clas s ic nov els  N eed l e and 
Th e N itr og en F ix .  H is  M ission of  G r a v ity  is  cons idered b y 
m any to b e one of  the clas s ics  of  s cience f iction.

Ch a r l e s  L. F o n te n a y  ( a Florida w es t coas t author)  is  the author 
of  Th e D r ow ned  W or l d  and s ev eral other clas s ic nov els . H is  
on-g oing  K ipton s eries  f or young  readers  is  f irm ly rooted in 
the H einlein tradition.

J o s e p h  G r e e n  ( T rav elling  Fete G ues t of  H o n o r )  is  a f orm er 
N A SA  em p loyee w ho has  alw ays  had a tas te f or w riting . H is  
Th e L oa f er s of  R ef u g e is  a cautionary tale of  s p ace exp loration.

3



Caitlin R. Kiernan (New Guest) is one of the new breed of 
post-modern writers. Her short stories have appeared in 
Year’s Best Fantasy and Horror. Her novel Silk was released 
this year. She is also well known for her work on the DC 
Comics series. The Dreaming ©.

Holly Lisle (New Guest) is the author of Fire in the Mist 
which one her the coveted Compton Crook Award. Miss Lisle 
has collaborated with Mercedes Lackey, Marion Zimmer 
Bradley and S. M. Stirling. Other works include Minerva 
Wakes andSympathy for the Devil.

Mike Resnick (Tropicon XIV Toastmaster) is best known for 
his Kirrinyaga stories. The winner of too many awards to 
mention, Mike Resnick has become one of the most 
influential and popular authors of the day. His tryptych of 
Paradise, Purgatory and Inferno are fabulous portrayals of the 
tragic abuse of native populations by colonial governments.

The VIP Party

The Velvet Comet has been overrun by goblins! This year's 
VIP Party will be transformed into the Goblin Market, 
complete with new games and new rules. The best part is that 
there will be lots of prizes (anything from bits of driftglass to‘ 
hardcover editions of Neil's latest novel and a diverse) for 
you to acquire from the goblin vendors...that is, if you've got 
enough money and the right combination of previously 
purchased items. Sound intriguing? You've got to be there 
Friday night to meet the guests, play a few games of chance, 
and try your luck at outwitting the goblin vendors!
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C harity A uction

T his  year' s  charity auction p rom is e s  to hold a p lethora of  
w onderf ul donations  s ure to encourag e a lot of  g ood s p irited, 
enthus ias tic b idding  f rom  the audience. I n recent years , it has  
b ecom e a tradition f or the G ues t of  H onor to choos e a charity 
that w ill b enef it f rom  the p roceeds  of  the auction. T his  year 
w ill b e no dif f erent. N eil' s  f av orite charity of  choice is  the 
C om ic Book  Leg al D ef ens e Fund.

V ery s im p lis tically p ut. C om ic Book  Leg al D ef ens e Fund 
( C BLD F)  is  a non-p rof it org aniz ation that help s  indiv iduals  
w ithin the com ic b ook  indus try to def end their ow n f irs t 
am endm ent rig hts . N eil is  a m aj or s up p orter and f und rais er 
f or the Fund and he of ten does  b enef its  to educate others  
a b out the C BLD F, w hat it does , and w hy it s hould b e 
s up p orted.

T here w ill als o b e item s  auctioned of f  on b ehalf  of  the SFSFS 
C lub hous e M aintenance Fund. For thos e of  you w ho don' t 
k now , SFSFS has  a s m all club hous e. W e hold m ini auctions  
throu g hout the year to rais e m oney to m aintain the 
club hous e.

Both charities  are accep ting  donations  at this  tim e. I f  you 
hav e anything  that you think  w ould b e s om eone els e' s  
p otential treas ure, p leas e donate it!  M ak e s ure to let us  k now  
w hich charity s hould receiv e the p roceeds  of  your donation. 
For m ore inf orm ation on m ak ing  donations , or to v olunteer 
to as s is t w ith the charity auction, p leas e contact Pete or 
Shirlene at 5 6 1-8 44-6 336  and w e' ll p ut you in touch w ith D an 
Fos ter.
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G a m i n g

Of  cours e there w ill b e g am ing  at T rop icon!  A nd, as  
alw ays , w e are look ing  f or v olunteers  w illing  to p articip ate as  
G am e M as ters  f or a v ariety of  g am es .

A t this  tim e, N ed Bus h, G am ing  coordinator, p lans  to 
run a C ham p ions /Fuz ion s cenario w ith p re-m ade characters . 
H e w elcom es  anyone -- f rom  intere s ted b e g inners  to 
" s eas oned v eterans "  —  w ho w ould lik e to p articip ate. D av id 
G uillot has  v olunteered to run T oon and a s econd g am e, s till 
to b e determ ined.

I f  you are interes ted in p articip ating  as  a G M , g etting  
m ore inf orm ation on p os s ib le g am es , or s u g g e s ting  a g am e 
that you w ould lik e to hav e run during  the w eek end, then 
p leas e contact N ed Bus h at 9 5 4-5 8 4-2 140 or s end him  e-m ail at 
nedb us h@ g ate.net.

V i d e o  R o o m

T his  year' s  v ideo room  p rom is e s  to b e chock -f ull of  
new  v is ual s ens ory p leas ures  f rom  the las erdis c lib rary of  J oe 
Siclari, our ow n Father of  SFSFS. D ue to co p yrig ht 
res trictions , w e cannot m ention thos e f ilm s  b y nam e, b ut 
y' k now , it' s  the one w ith that b londe g irl...and the enchanted 
thing ...then the m ons ter com es  along  and, w ell, w e all k now  
w hat hap p ens  next!

W e' re s ure that you' ll hav e a hard tim e deciding  b etw een 
m any of  the p anels  and catching  a v iew ing  of  the eclectic g em s  
that J oe w ill hav e running .
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Banquet
At this time, final decisions are still being made regarding the 
banquet. Tickets for the event will be $25.00. We can assure 
you it will be a fun-filled event that will take place on 
Saturday night. Participants will be automatically entered into 
a drawing for several mystery door prizes. You've got to eat 
the meal to see the deals!

Dealers* Room
It will be November, those gift-giving holidays will be just 
around the corner. What better time and place to look for 
those unique items to give your loved ones? For any 
interested dealers, there are still spaces available. The going 
rate is $45 and it includes: a 6' x 6' space; a 3' x 6' table; and a 3 
day membership! An assistant's membership is $15. There is 
a limit of two assistants per table space.

Art Show
A consistent crowd pleaser for Tropicon has always been the 
visual pleasures that the Art Show has to offer. This year 
promises to have more of the same. In addition to the display 
by our Artist GoH, we will have works from a variety of artists 
from around the country, as well as a few locals!

For artists interested in displaying their works the prices are as 
follows:

Panels: 4 x 8  = $25.00
4 x 4  = $15.00

Tables: 2 x 6  = $25.00
2 x 3  = $15.00

Please contact Becky Peters at the SFSFS address for details.
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H otel

Y es , the ru m ors  are correct. Our hotel has  chang ed 
m anag em ent f rom  the D oub letree G ues t Suites  C yp res s  C reek  
to the Sheraton Suites  C yp res s  C reek . Our orig inal contract is  
b eing  honored, s o the rates  hav e not chang ed. R oom  rates  are 
as  f ollow s :

Sing le/D oub le occup ancy:  $ 8 4.00 a nig ht 
T rip le/Q uad occup ancy:  $ 9 4.00 a nig ht

T he Ob lig atory N if ty M ap  to the H otel
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Registration

What?! You haven't sent in your registration yet?! C'mon, 
what are you waiting for? In addition to having a really spiffy 
looking pre-printed badge, there will be other goodies 
awaiting the first 130 sentient beings who send in their 
completed registration forms with a check or money order!

The rates for a single 3 day membership are:

$25.00 until October 31,1998
$28.00 thereafter

And, of course, children under 8 years old will be free with a 
paid adult membership.

In case you decide to wait until you actually show up to 
Tropicon to register, the registration hours are as follows:

Friday: noon to 8 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

One day memberships are as follows:

Friday only = $13.00
Saturday only = $18.00
Sunday only = $13.00
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T ro p iconX V I I  R e g i s tration Form

N a m e : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

A d d re s s : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

C i ty : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  S tate : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Z i p : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Phone N o . : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

E nclos ed is  $  f or:

3 D ay M em b ers hip ( s )
$ 2 5 .00 until Oct 31,19 9 8
$ 2 8 .00 thereaf ter

D ealers '  R oom  T ab le:  $ 45 .00 ( includes  1 m e m b ers hip )
D ealers '  R oom  A s s i s tant M e m b ers hip :  $ 15 .00

( lim it 2  p er tab le)
A rt Show  Panel/T ab le:  f ull= $ 2 5 .00;  half = $ 15
SFSFS M em b ers hip ( s ) :  $ 15  .00
C ontrib ution to C harity Fund

( p leas e s p ecif y w h i c h )
Sp ecial rate T rop icon X V I I  M e m b ers hip  A N D

1 year m em b ers hip  to SFSFS ( of f er v alid
until Oct. 31,19 9 8  $ 35 .00

Pleas e s end m ore inf orm ation on:
D ealers '  R oom  T a b le  A rt Show
SFSFS  G a m in g

A dv ertis ing  in the p rog ram  b ook
v olunteerin g

PLE A SE  M A K E  A LL C H E C K S PA Y A BLE  T O:  SFSFS


